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The  Yonr  1917  was  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the  Kobe 
consuhir  district  as  it  was  of  all  Japan,  The  anioimt  of  business 
done  at  Kobe  was  the  largest  on  record,  making  it  the  principal  port 
on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  east  or  west,  in  the  volume  of  foreign  trade 
transacted.  Kobe  alone  imported  more  than  half  of  the  total  amount 
of  merchandise  brought  into  Japan  and,  with  0,saka,  exported 
almost  half  of  that  shipped  out. 

In  191G  the  value  of  the  imports  exceeded  that  of  1915  by  39  jjer 
cent,  but  the  value  of  the  1917  imports  shows  the  record  advance  of 
42  per  cent  over  the  figures  of  1916,  having  increased  from  $180,000,- 
000  to  $205,000,000.  The  increase  of  exports  in  1910.  compared  with 
.1915,  was  70  per  cent,  which  was  not  equaled  in  1917,  when  the  in- 
crease was  45  per  cent,  the  value  being  ^105,000,000  in  1910  and 
$240,000,000  in  1917.  Though  Osaka  is  of  less  importance  as  a  port 
than  Kobe,  its  foreign  trade  also  grew  verv  grcatlv  last  vear.  Its 
imports  increased  from  about  $41,000,000  to  $47,000,000,  or  15  per 
cent,  and  its  exports  from  $71,000,000  to  $128,000,000,  or  80  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  1910. 

Other  evidences  of  prosperity  during  the  year  were  the  increase 
of  clearing-house  returns,  Avhich  amounted  to"  84  per  cent  for  Kobe 
and  80  per  cent  for  Osaka,  after  showing  an  increase  of  80  and  77 
per  cent,  respectively,  in  1910;  bank  deposits,  which  increased  87 
per  cent,  couipared  to  an  increase  of  40  per  cent  in  1910;  and  the 
average  dividend  rate  of  bank  and  company  shares,  which  amounted 
to  27.30  per  cent  per  annum  in  1917  against  15.20  per  cent  in  1910. 
The  dividends  ])aid  the  last  term  by  the  seven  cotton-spinning  com- 
panies in  this  district  averaged  77  per  cent. 

Importance  of  Manufacturing  Industries. 

Agriculture,  silkworm  culture,  and  mining  are  all  of  consequence, 
but  by  far  the  most  important  activities  of  this  part  of  Japan  are 
manufacturing  and  foreign  trade. 
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Till'  principal  iiulii-liy  i>  cotton  niainil'acturin^.  nioi'c  than 
ii;ill.<)()().(H)()  worth  of  yarns  and  textiles  havin*];  been  exported  from 
this  district  in  1017.  The  other  important  indnstries  are  the  manu- 
faetnre  of  brnshes,  hats,  braids,  matting:s,  vegetable  oils,  nnitches, 
fjlass,  buttons,  porcelain  and  earthenware,  and  toys. 

In  mineral  pnxbution  the  j)rin(ipal  article  is  coi>per,  of  which 
$'20.()()( >.<><>()  worth  was  exported  in  ingots  fron\  Kobe  and  Osaka  in 
li>17. 

The  chief  agricultural  or  vegetable  products  expmled  last  year 
were:  Kice, 'st;r),()0-2,()0();  beans,  peas,  and  pidse,  $-i,r)-2S,()0() ;  refined 
sugar,  H;4.110,000;  tea.  $8,870,000:  camphor.  $-2,568,000:  and  colza 
oil.  J^l. SI  1,000. 

Foreign  Trade  of  Japan  Increased. 

The  following  comparative  table,  which  includes  all  of  the  ports 
of  cut IV  in  Japan,  gives  the  approximate  value  of  the  foreign  trade 
at  cMch'tor  iOlOand  1017: 


Distiic'l  and  citv. 


Imiwrls. 


Exports. 


191C 


1917 


1916 


1917 


Kobp  district:  I 

Ko^o $186,488,000 

Osaka '      40,867,000  i 

Yokkaichi |       9,462,000 

Nagova 1,6.'>7,000 

Tsuruga 849,000 

Takotovo 2,425,000 

Itosaki! 1,242,000 

f^akai 76,000 

Kaiiao 28,000 

Kushiki 44,000 

Yokohama  distriot: 

Vokohaina j     101,869,000 

liakoclale 

XiiKat\ 

Vebisii 

Shiniizii 

\  oiiiori 

Miironui 

Ku^^liI■(l 

Noiiiuro 

< )  Uirii 

Olomari 

Nagasaki  district: 

N'ajT.isaki 

Moii 

Shinioiiosoki 

Wakanialsu 

Uakala 

Karatsii 

Sum  i  novo 

Miik.'.." 

ICiK-liinot  su 

Mi.siiiiii 

Idzuhara 

Shikaini 

Sa.suiia 

Xaha 


408,000 
156,000 
78,000 
46.\000 
108,000 
142,000 


188,000 
2,000 

7,051,000 

15,415,000 

1,175,000 

2.080,000 

318,000 

139,000 


1,437,000 
.')S,000 
112,000 
10,000 


180,000 


?265, 464,000 
46,820,000 
13,978,000 
3,059.000 
1,456,000 
2,327,000  i 
2,  .316, 000  1 
61,000  I 
335,000  ! 
8J,000  j 

143.634,000 
'457,000 
100,000 
36,000 
2,078,000 
82,000 
791,000 


170,000 


6,192,000 
19,958,000 
3,260,000 
3,091,000 
339,000 
3,000 


1,285,000 
25,000 
60,000 
59,000 


S16,'),aV),000 

70,089,000 

1,665,000 

.5, 105, 000 

27,139,000 

205,000 


355,000 


77,000 

248,827,000 

2,476,000 

928,000 


4,414,000 

57,000 

9.88,000 

.505,000 

191,000 

3,581,000 

46,000 

4,967,000 

13,62.5,000 

3,700,000 

3,111,000 

99,000 

1,275,000 

300,000 

3,770,000 

192,000 


5,000 
2,000 


23,000 


S239,K,S.-,,000 

127,fi5H.000 

2,2.59,000 

8,031,000 

22,562,000 

246,000 


12,000 


6.3,000 

333,532,000 

3,199,000 

614,000 


6,265,000 

22,000 

1,172,000 

,554,000 

323,000 

5,618,000 

20,000 

9,892,000 

21,243,000 

6,040,000 

4,466,000 

123,000 
1,980,000 

412,000 
6,237,000 

121,000 


8,000 
4,000 
.3,000 
37,000 


The  foregoing  shows  a  large  growth  of  trade  at  everj'  city  of  im- 
portance. Imports  increased  37  per  cent  for  all  Japan  and  42  per 
cent  for  Kobe  alone,  while  exports  increased  42  per  cent  for  all 
Japan  and  45  per  cent  for  Kobe. 
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Foreign  Trade  of  Kobe  by  Countries. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Kobe,  by  countries,  for  1917  compared  to 
1916,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


Exports  to. 


1916 


1917 


ArRcntina.  - 

Aiistria-HunKary 

]iclin(im 

Chile 

China 

]>cnraark 

rrancc  and  possessions: 

France 

French  Indo-China.. - 

rcrmany 

Croat  ilritain  and  possessions: 

Austraha 

Canada 

Cape  Colonv  and  Natal 

Eg>'pt 

Great  iirilain 

Ilongicong 

India 

Straits  .'-'cttlements 

Kcthcrlands  and  possessions: 

Dutch  India 

Nctherliinds 

Italy 

Kvr'angtimg  Province 

Mexico 

Norway 

Peru . .". 

Portusal 

Russia  and  possessions: 

Russia 

Siberia 

Siam 

Spain 

Sweden 

Swit'crland 

Turkey 

United  States  and  possessions: 

Hawaiian  Islands 

Philip|)ine  Islands 

.     United  States 

All  other  countries 

Total 


$9 

1,357 

6,f)Ho 

,  5S6, 267 

, 12S, 122 

•IX,  4«G 

977, 632 
671, 705 
,097,  US 

,044,616 
407,  S9S 
157 
,4S0,fiX3 
,697,459 
13S,  20:< 
,416,1131 
, 644, 502 

,7.30,821 

27, 379 

lSS,(il2 

,963,442 

1,275 

517,742 

7,111 

3, 2i!0 

107, 363 

1,513 

,lS7,7-;0 

24, 15,S 

.267,661 

448,312 

3 

15,R95 
,218,297 
,312,167 
, 115,553 


$917, 2S3 
697 


155, 610 


$684,479 


2, 872, 026 

22, 6S6, 967 

19, 344 

877, 936 
842,443 
714,555 

8,64S,613 

718, 865 

7,902,285 

2,173,365 

15,728.954 

360, 722 

71,002,0.56 

5,316,196 

4,153,0.55 

45. 472 

93; 537 

8,631,726 

1,986 

88, 743 

1 

2,167 

2.54,026 

17,544 

1,577,807 

49,844 

824, 794 

702,088 


327,856 

30, 5:53, 995 

109, 580 

5, 776, 401 
522. 259 


745,078 

43,833,6.38 

9,232 

12, 766, 7.>8 
838,527 


8, 306,  ,524 

1,963.603 

1,  .504, 845 

551,976 

23,172,281 
8,849,297 

1S,270,:?23 
4,451,504 

5,413,626 

34,789 

215,516 

3,864.785 

6  168 

3,275,275 

86, 790 

4,859 

2  862,. "53 

12,791,6^5 

601,029 

697,041 

96,922 

8,651 


6,07.5,615 
2, 266, 749 
2,lll,26;j 
2,963,806 
51,924,309 
11,607,270 
2;5.346,0i)4 
5, 634, 2S7 

11,722,418 

23,:j67 

5,80.5,606 

5,964,019 

14,  .547 

1,00.5,298 

113,742 

16, 282 

1,280,591 

4,758,952 

548,096 

58,676 

809 

55,831 


37,929 

4,920,125 

95. 640, 929 

7, 574, 436 


2,334,613 

3,83.5,128 

24,202.6a3 

267,576 


2.205,737 

5; 500. 332 

34,  M)9, 293 

1,104,743 


186,488,386 


265, 464, 516 


165, 055, 603 


239,885,444 


The  large  increase  in  imports  and  exports  was  shared  in  by  nearly 
all  countries  witli  which  Japan  trades.  Striking  decreases  in  Kobe's 
imports  and  exports  were  few  in  number  and  easily  accounted  for. 
Decreases  in  imports  from  (Ireat  Britain  and  Sweden  and  in  exports 
to  Xorway  were  all  due  to  shipping  dilliculties  arising  from  the  war 
and  the  decrease  of  G3  per  cent  in  expoi-ts  to  Siberia  to  the  unsettled 
conditions  in  tliat  country.  The  decrease  in  imports  from  Aus- 
tralia is  wholly  accounted  for  b}'  smalkn'  shipments  of  raw  wool,  due 
to  governmental  restrictions. 

For  some  time  the  United  States  has  been  the  largest  seller  to 
Japan,  and  its  sales  are  increasing  faster  than  those  of  an}'  other 
country;  the  increase  in  American  exjjorts  to  this  district  alone  hav- 
ing been  about  is^n^OOO.OOO  in  1017.  comiiared  with  1910.  The  Ignited 
States  was,  last  year,  the  third  largest  custo'uer  of  (liis  district. 
Great  Britain  being  first  (owing  to  purchases  of  ships)  and  China 
second. 
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Ill  IJ'IT.  '2,'>^0  \cssi'l>  (•ii<ia<»t'(l   in  loivi^ii  traile  cnlcrod  the  port 
of  KoIh',  a«r^ro<ratiii<i  5,'5;U.777  ions:  and  ;j,8r>6.'^r)7  tons  of  lucrchan- 
disc  wore  imported  and  export o(l. 
Imports  at  Kobe  from  all  Countries. 

Imports  at  Kobe  from  all  coiiiil  ii<'^,  l>y  ;irlicles.  wvw  as  follows 
during  the  past  t  wo  years : 


Articles. 


Food,  driuk,  and  tobacco: 
In  anaturalstato— 

ICggs,  frcsli 

Deans,  peas,  and  jmlsc 

Jtico 

Sova  bcan.'i 

Wheat 

raitly  or  wholly  prepared— 

M ilk,  condenswl 

Sugar 

]taw  materials: 
(\ittou— 

( linned 

lu  .seed 

Hemp,  jute,  llax,  etc 

Hides,  cattle 

Laeciner 

Nitrate  ol  soda,  crude 

Oil  cake 

I'hospliorite 

Kapesced 

iUiblx-r.  india 

Sesame  seed 

Shells  of  moUusca 

Sulphate  of  ammonia 

Wool 

Wood 

Manufarlurcs  for  further  use  in  manufacturing: 

Aluminum  ingots 

IMsniuth 

D>es,  art ificial 

l'"at.s,  animal 

Indigo,  artificial 

Iron- 
Bars  and  rods 

rifj 

Pipes  and  tubes 

Plates  and  sheets 

Plates  and  sheets,  tinned 

KaiLs 

Wire,  galvanized 

l.cad,  ingots  and  slabs 

I  -ca  t  hiT 

Nil  kcl  grains,  blocks  and  ingots 

I'ai  er  pulp 

Phosphorus— 

Ued 

Yellow 

Pol  ash,  chlorate  of 

Soda  ash 

Soda,  caustic 

Silk,  wild 

Tin,  ingots  and  slabs 

Volatile  oil,  vegetable,  fragrant 

Wax.  paratnn— 

Kree 

Other 

^■arIls 

Cotton 

Worsted  and  woolen 

Zinc- 
Ingots  and  slabs 

Plates  and  sheets,  free 

Plates  and  sheets,  other 

ArticUvs  wholly  iniiiuifactured: 

Alpacas,  I'lc 

Micycirs  and  parts 

Cot  ton  salins 

Cot  I  fill  velvets  and  plushes 

IClcf  trie  motors  and  dynamos 

•  ;ia>-:  plates  and  sliet  t*s 

Hals,  carw,  and  bonnets ] 

Iron  nails ! 


1916 


Pounds. 


■»,  102,000 
:iG,216,000 
73,996,000 
23,085,000 
30,449,000 

1,925,000 
10,827,000 


737,501,000 

20,066,000 

17,495,000 

3,006,000 

1,299,000 

48,106,000 

(.16.300,000 

10i;965,000 

51,255,000 

3.927,000 

7.781,000 

13,079,000 

10,825,000 

23.008,000 


949,000 

S5,000 

468,000 

1,236,000 


139,368,000 

142,051,000 

12,6,55,000 

224,680,000 

22,911,000 

1,083,01X) 

12,788,000 

3.710,000 

1,029,000 

1,179,000 

73,849,000 

239,000 

187,000 

2,229,000 

34.646,000 

8,500,000 

70,000 

1,204,000 

221,000 

13,2.)7,0CI0 
3.404,000 

213,000 
404,000 

3,  llfi.OOO 
233,000 
579,000 

«  77, 000 


n  3,118,000 

"340,000 

427,000 


7,:J04,(X)0 


Value. 


!i273,000 

602,000 

1,118,000 

352,000 

043,000 

219,000 
320,000 


92,060,000 
'649,000 
l,4i:!,000 

.594,000 

284;  0(X) 
1,575,000 
5,721,000 

651,000 

1,074,000 

2.014.000 

'198;  000 

1,0%,000 

■103,000 
8,881,000 

483,000 

.507,000 
206,000 
989,000 
103,000 


1917 


Fouuds. 


4,521,000 
2,948,000 

588,000 

6,841,000 

1,414,000 

52.000 

07i;000 
2.124,000 

691,000  I 

420,000  1 
2,568,000 

108,000 
75,000    . 
S42,0l)0 
560,000  I 
.589,000  i 
S9.0(X)  ! 
447,000  I 
129.000  1 


651,000 
217,000 

102,000 
325»,  000 

424,000 
44,000 
100,000 

22,000 

81, (KK) 
361, 000 

91,tH)0 
101,000 
453,000 

.58,000 
:i4(),0(«) 


2,964,000 
37,4lK),(K)0 
121,300,000 
25,900,(KX) 
15,800,000 

2,282,0<X) 
33,000,000 


63,8,900,000 

13,200,000 

41,705,000 

1,776,0(K) 

1,Z82,000 

65,569,000 

786,000.tX)0 

102,200,000 

56,600,000 

4,177,000 

4,000,000 

13,568,000 

21,000,000 

38,301,000 


1,740,000 

45,000 

511,000 

7,380,000 

1,300 

223,589,000 
179,592,000 

14,332.000 
390,8VX),000 

14,926,000 

;fs.i.s2.ooo 

lo; 048, 000 

18,5ol'.,0(X) 

606,000 

748,000 

22,4.56,000 

293,000 


221,000 
■52,765,000 
23,902,000 

176.000 
2,249,000 

265,000 

3,952,0tX) 
4,610,000 

258,000 
196,000 

.3,600,000 

],l>(2,000 

530,000 

o  141,000 


"2,424,000 

"90,000 

1,128,000 


4, 55 1, 000 


Valuo. 


$219,  .500 

6S2,.500 

l.y55,0(Xl 

475,.5(KI 

312,  .500 

276,500 
1,476,500 


107,666,000 

499. 500 

5,476,000 

33.5,  (KK) 

372,  (XK) 

2,871,000 

8.S82,0(KI 

671.(X)0 

1,521,000 

3.024,,'iOO 

129,000 

1,100,000 

1,037,500 

17,577,000 

1,00^1,500 

1, 128, 500 
125.500 

1,362.500 

721,000 

5,500 

11.746.500 

4,169,000 

1,110.(KXI 

27,999,01X1 

1,646,(KK) 

l.318,0;K) 

1.387;(XNt 

1, -195,500 

502,000 

280, 0(X) 

987, 5tM) 

134,500 


73,500 

1.74.5.500 

1,570.(HX) 

;ViO,  ,5(M1 

935, 0(X) 

418,  .30*1 

470,00<l 
427,500 

227,000 
203.500 

294, 0(K) 
384,01X1 
108,000 

•19,000 

S3, 500 
:t68,000 

33,500 
322.500 
509,500 

79,000 
257,500 
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Articles. 


1916 


Pounds. 


Vahic. 


1917 


Pounds. 


Value. 


Articles  wholly  manufactured — Continued. 

Machinery— 

Spinning 

All  other 

Oil,  kerosene,  and  petroleum 

Paper- 
Imitation  Japanese  and  tissue 

Printing 

Other 

Shirt  inps  and  sheetings,  bleached 

\\'at(hos 

AVoolen  cloths 

Wool  !uid  cotton  mi.xed  cloths 

All  other  articles 


6  3,276,000 

1,922,000 
6, 505, 000 


a  1,530,000 

c  39, 000 

a  493, 000 

a  1,001,000 


$782,000 

2,  !t0f|,  000 

404,000 

120,000 
MX,  000 
CCS, 000 
139, 000 
131,000 
307,000 
401,000 
28, 055, 000 


6  1,918,000 

697,000 
1,060,000 


0  864,000 

c 96,000 

0  740,000 

0  989,000 


$1,62.'),  .500 

5, 392, 500 

279, 500 

66,000 
102,000 
6.54, 0(X) 
103,500 
271,000 
511,000 
445,000 
33,353,000 


Total. 


186,488,000 


265,404,500 


a  Square  yards. 


b  Gallons. 


c  Number. 


Ginned  cotton,  of  which  $107,000,000  Avorth  was  brought  into  this 
port  in  1917,  as  compared  with  $92,000,000  worth  in  1916  and  $72,- 
000,000  in  1915,  is  by  far  the  most  important  article  imported  at  Kobe, 
it  having  constituted  40  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  here  in  1917. 
This  increase,  hoAvever,  was  entirely  due  to  higher  prices,  as  the  quan- 
tity decreased  from  737,000,000  pounds  in  1916  to  638,000,000  pounds 
in  1917.  The  other  principal  items,  which  with  ginned  cotton  con- 
stituted two-thirds  of  Kobe's  total  imports,  in  1917  were:  Iron  (l)aT'S 
and  sheets),  $39,700,000;  raw  avooI,  $17,500,000;  oil  cake,  $8,800,000; 
and  hemp,  jute,  and  flax,  $5,400,000. 

Kobe's  Export  Trade  by  Articles. 

The  following  table  gives  the  customs  statistics  of  the  exports  of 
Kobe  by  articles  to  all  countries  in  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1917 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Food,  drink,  and  tobacco: 
Unprepared — 

Beans,  peas,  and  pulse 

Fish- 
Cod 

Cuttle 

C,  ingcr,  dried 

Mushrooms,  dried 

Onions 

Peas 

Rice 

Scallops,  ligaments  of 

Seaweeds 

Shrimps  and  prawns 

All  other 


.pounds. 


...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
...do... 

...do... 


29, 746, 782 

6,257,053 
9,385,029 
3,002,993 
2,109,864 
17,986,9.53 
26,570,093 
174,188.667 
2, 301,. 500 
16,312,160 
1, 723, 473 


Total. 


Partly  or  wholly  prep.Tred— 

Agar-agar  cLsinj,'! jss) , 

Foodstuffs,  in  tin  packages. 

Mineral  water 

Sake,  or  rice  wine 

Starches 

Sugar,  refined , 

Tea,  green 

All  other 


...pounds. 


2,710,721 


..dozen, 
.gallons, 
.pounds. 

do... 

....do... 


282,817 

908,194 

27,aM.034 

41,tKn,934 

11,210,909 


Total, 


51,178,622 

167, 602 

619,727 

151,473 

520, 050 

214,966 

1,295,347 

4, 507,. 500 

329, 076 

311,949 

147,202 

1,. 38;!,  690 


65,468,624 

4.111,817 
ll,a34.S24 

4, 3.33.  .322 

1,9(18,497 

13,272,509 

22,  .38'),  972 

188, 702, 000 

744, 523 

14,491,102 

1,473.005 


10.827,210 


870,7.5,3 

403, 143 

119,488 

Stki,  754 

1,010,395 

1,. 560, 416 

1,997.000 

1,542,  .535 

8,130,484 


2,101,154 


256, 536 

1,00.3,000 

53.503,716 

99,939,438 

24,277,344 


$3,412,921 

129, 129 

8.'.0,6')3 

217.897 

.560, 186 

173,702 

1,215,676 

5,601,621 

191),  671 

a53,S77 

175,101 

1,162,321 


14,043,793 


708,  Ml 

610.!- 25 

12 1.  5iu 

.188, 403 

2,r^8'),:;oi 

4, 11  »,  l.iS 

3, S70,  IS^ 

4,  Ih',  r.n 

HI  8fts,"7.j 
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Article.^. 


Raw  materiiils; 

HauiUoo 

Hoards  for  tO!\  boxes 

Cot  Ion  yarn,  wnslo pounds. 

Silk ,  wivstc do. . . 

Wood,  himlier,  and  boards 

All  ot her 


Pounds. 


19,801,872 
573,  ■J78 


Tolal. 


Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing: 

Braids - 

Hemps biuidlcs. 

St  raw  and  chip do. . . 

( "aniplior pounds. 

Coi'por  ingots  and  slabs do... 

Cot  t  oil  y  ain.'^ do. . . 

Match  .slicks  or  splints 1,00()  bundles. 

Menthol  crystals pounds. 

Oils- 
Colza  do. . . 

Fish  and  whale do. . . 

Peppermint do. . . 

Soya  bean do . . . 

I  'y rethruni  flowers do. . . 

Sulphur do. . . 

Silk  yarns,  spun do. . . 

Zinc,  ingots  and  slabs do. .. 

AH  other 


Total. 


Articles  wholly  manufaoturod: 

Bamboo  manufactures 

IJrushes— 

Tooth dozen. . 

All  other 

Buttons,  of  shell gross.. 

Clocks. number. . 

Coral pounds . . 

Cotton— 

Cr^pe yards. . 

Drills do. . . . 

Flannels do 

Handkerchiefs dozen. . 

NanV-cens,  imitation yards. . 

Shillings  and  sheetings do 

Socks  and  stockings dozen . . 

Towels do 

Underwear,  knit do 

Cotton  and  hemp  carpets 

Tans number. . 

•jlass  manufactures 

flat  s ,  cups ,  and  bonnets 

Hats,  imitation  Panama dozen. . 

l/anips,  and  parts  thereof 

Matches gross.. 

.Mats  for  floor numlier. . 

ifiil  I ings  for  floor rolls. . 

I'apcr- 

Pasteboard pounds. . 

Print  ing  paper do 

Porcelain  and  earthenware 

lluhber  tires pounds. . 

Silk  tissues,  habutai do 

Soap,  toilet dozen. . 


13,091,278 

20,760,992 

7,474,644 

51,458,724 

119,641,405 

74,740 

260,113 

26,721,240 

29,854,000 

225, 190 

5,349,800 

1,530,656 

32,482,386 

293, 425 

28,156,000  I 


^'alue. 


$207,114 

598. 491 
767,225 
392,142 
919, 830 
2,927,294 


1917 


Pounds. 


5,812.098 


1,993,479 

1.099.989 

3,063,925 

13,390,926 

19,847,279 

385,655 

605,488 

1,696,454 

l,a')5,819 

197,088 

313,831 

291,026 

613,737 

446,477 

5,152,000 

10,604,245 


21,413,282 
1,175,325 


12.800,000 

;a,  147,000 

4,022,000 

81,326.000 

89,912,000 

93,000 

11)6.  (WO 

17,58.5,000 
25,934,000 
179,000 
5,221,000 
3,190,000 
22,408,000 
575,000 
57,384,000 


2,880,389 


13,133,258 

137,023 

50,933 

2,982,372 
12,579,876 
41,666,475 
414,550 
4,951,616 
51,140,800 
1,473,408 
2,396,109 
9.399,742 


12,673,630 


453,428 


31,116,444 

4,056,401 

117,605 

8,556,030 
5,294,160 


2,595,1.58 

160,926 

1,152,587 


LTmbrellas number. . 

All  other 


2,598,990 


Total 

Grand  total. 


61,557,918 

646,813 

797,087 

1,455,002 

2,600,170 

131,682 

191,236 

207,033 
742,438 

1.918,153 
275, 822 
136, 8S0 

2,650,921 
609,398 

1,213,009 
10.110,431 

1,167,321 
267, 478 

2,578,385 
321,939 

2,547,933 

1,071,629 

8,605,690 
985,556 
425,735 

163,000 

428,600 

2,026,600 

2,441,312 

755.060 

403,290 

1,430.'.K)8 

776.. 543 

28,043,640 


3,351,000 


10,730,600 
KXS.OOO 
60,000 

6,645,000 

20,858,000 

60,942,000 

376,000 

3,r)00,000 

05,012,000 

1,626,000 

2,013,000 

5,315,000 


9,888,000 


421,000 


34,463,000 

1,525,000 

08,000 

11,614,000 
10,452,000 


78,727,292 


165,055,000 


2,011,000 

213,000 

2,871.000 


1,813,000 


Value. 


tlOT.SHt 
2,091,751 
1,337,462 
900,0(10 
322.410 
6,426.76.3 


11,186,310 


2,363,000 
2,472,000 
2..'i63,000 
22,961,000 
24.160,(XK) 
.56.5,  (X)0 
361,000 

1,811,000 

1,375,000 

170.000 

470,000 

.'■..•!7,(XX) 

426.000 

800, (XX) 

7,117,000 

18,141.000 


86,301,000 

439.000 

1.132,000 
640,000 

2.302,000 
116,000 
22S,000 

354,000 

1,048,000 

2,930,000 

300,000 

129,. JOO 

3,177,000 

855,000 

9y*.),(XX) 

5, 781, (XXI 

1,2:57,000 

178,000 

2,607,000 

426,  (MX) 

1.947;000 

1,270,000 

10,210,000 

779,000 

285,000 

291,630 

778,000 

2,720,tX)0 

1,94S,000 

1,117,000 

1,092,000 

1,263,000 

710,000 

02,225,790 


111,544,920 


239,885,000 


A  few  of  the  large  increases  are  due  to  higliev  market  values,  some 
of  the  articles  ^vhicll  show  considerable  iiicretises  in  value,  such  as 
cotton  yarn,  vegetable  and  fish  oils,  hemp  braids,  dried  mushrooms, 
and  seaweeds,  having  actuallv  decreased  in  amount.  In  1917, 
90,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  yarns,  valued  at  $24,000,000,  were  ex- 
ported, as  compared  to  the  larger  quantity  of  119,000,000  pounds, 
worth  only  $19,000,000  in  191G.    The  samc\vas  true  of  colza  (rape- 
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seed)  oil,  with  17.000,000  pounds,  worth  $1,800,000,  in  1017,  as  com- 
pared to  20,000.000  i)onnds.  worth  $1,000,000,  in  1910;  of  fish  and 
Avhalc  oil,  with  'ifj.OOO.OOO  pounds,  valued  at  $1,875,000,  in  1917,  com- 
pared to  29,800,000,  worth  only  $1,200,000,  in  191G;  and  to  a  lesser 
degree  of  a  few  other  articles  such  as  hemp  braids,  dried  mushrooms, 
and  seaweeds.  With  these  exceptions,  liowever,  the  exports  of  most 
of  the  imj)ortant  commodities  sold  at  Kobe  increased  api)roximately 
as  much  in  quantity  as  in  value.  The  only  considerable  decreases  in 
the  exports  of  articles  of  great  importance  were  in  the  case  of  knit 
cotton  underwear,  brushes,  other  than  tooth  brushes,  and  lumber. 
Proportion  of  Imports  to  Exports. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  imports  at  Kobe  ($205,000,000)  exceeded 
the  exports  ($2-40,000,000)  by  a  considerable  amount.  This  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  Kobe  is  the  chief  port  of  the  industrial 
cent.er  of  Japan,  importing  sui)]:)lies  and  raw  materials  for  the  numer- 
ous factories  situated  in  Osaka,  Kyoto,  Xagoya,  and  the  entire 
Kwansai  district,  and  by  the  fact  that  no  raw  silk — by  far  the  most 
valuable  article  of  export  from  Japan — is  shipped  from  Kobe. 

The  rate  of  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  hoAvever,  is  rapidly 
decreasing,  as  the  imports  exceeded  the  exports  by  100  per  cent  in 
1913,  but  by  only  10  per  cent  in  1917.  This  is  due,  of  course,  to  the 
great  increase  in  the  export  of  manufactured  articles  from  this  dis- 
trict, Avhich  noAv  form  the  larger  proportion  of  all  exports.  This  is  of 
great  interest,  considered  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  largest 
l^art  of  the  district's  imports  are  now  raw  and  semimanufactured 
materials  for  further  use  in  manufacturing;  as  it  shows  that  Japan 
is  making  more  and  more  of  the  manufactured  goods  the  country 
consumes  and  that  continuously  smaller  opportunities  are  being  left 
open  to  foreign  countries  to  sell  their  manufactured  products  here. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Japanese  market  for  raw  and  semimanu- 
factured materials  is  a  rapidly  growing  one. 
Foreign  Trade  of  Osaka  by  Countries. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  port  of  Osaka  by  countries  in  191G  and 
1917  is  shown  in  the  table  which  follows: 


Countries. 


Bolgium 

China ,. 

France  and  possessions: 

France 

French  Indo-China 

Germany 

Great  Britain  and  possessions: 

Australia 

Great  Britain 

Hongkong 

India 

Straits  Settlements 

Italy 

Kwangtung  Province 

Netherlands  and  possessions: 

Dutch  India 

Netherlands 

Rnssia  (Siberia) 

Slam 

Sweden  and  Norway 

United  States  and  possessions: 

Philippine  Islands 

Uriili'U  States 

All  other  countries 


Total 40, 867, 381 


Imports  from. 


Exports  to. 


191G 


$S1 
, 964, 189 

107, 52.5 
79;<,<V)1 
427, 702 

221,2SS 
,4'M.i)S9 

;n,sf.o 

,S42.797 
lf«,  120 

i;,(i:« 

,  ,5SS,  Stii 

9^)7, 90.3 

67,314 

59,  r<i9 

8, 9»W) 

16,004 

1C7, 493 
,.3<i7..32(i 
,  620,  W9 


1917 


$17,588,923 

244,. 593 
467, 213 
379,331 

272, 99S 

2,210,31.5 

173,431 

13,94S,.573 

200, 788 

U 

2,584,995 

962, 1.33 
3:1.. 308 
151,963 


$38,636,059 


23S, 103 
3.5, 7  )2 


15, 971 

.58,692 
4,6.33,157 
2,894,412 


46,820,810 


408, 595 
1,694,. 550 
2, 836,  ,527 
8,041,937 

793,329 


8,576,786 
614,316 


6,2.50,738 
24,599 


48.713 
1,030,0.3.3 
1,4.59,919 


70,689,916 


$77,445,225 


883,884 
65,073 


801,487 
4,150,1)6 
4,. 517, 717 
15,  OSS.  2.39 
1,410,9S6 
13, 1.5J 
15,347,265 

1,419,882 

9(V) 

2,131,l!)6 


194 

256,078 
2,706,114 
1,470,787 


127, 6,58,  :i.5S 
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Mnv  than  half  of  (hi«  total  trade  of  Osaka  of  $174,000,000  was 
with  China,  the  vohnno  oi"  tiaik'  with  that  t;onntrv  anionntinj];  toal)ont 
$95 .000,000.  Thi;,  was  dne  chiefly  to  exi)orts  of  nearly  $r)().6oo,000  of 
cotton  yarns  and  textiles.  British  India  was  second  in  importance 
in  Osaka's  trade  witli  $29,000,000,  Kwan<;tuno-  Province  (Dairen) 
third  with  ^18.000,000;  and  the  Ignited  States  and  jwssessions  with 
$7,000,000.  lanked  fourth. 

The  weii!;lit  of  merchandise  handled  at  (lie  porl  of  Osaka  during 
the  past  twc>  years  was  as  folh)Ws:  Imports.  480.994  tons  and  4.'>9.:>47 
tons;  exports,  479,020  tons  and  :)81.984  tons:  total  trade.  '.>G().()lt 
tons  and  1,021,331  tons. 

Imports  into  Osaka  from  all  Countries. 

The  followino;  table  shows  imports  at  Osaka  from  all  countries 
during-  191G  and  1917.  Raw  cotton  was  the  larp;est  article  of  import 
at  Osaka,  as  it  was  at  Kobe,  forming  about  one-third  of  the  total 
purchases.  Its  value  increased  from  $12,000,000  to  $15,000,000.  but 
the  (juantity  imported  decreased  from  109,000.000  to  91,000.000 
pounds.  The  articles  of  next  importance,  although  their  incivase  is 
also  very  largely  accounted  for  by  higher  ])rices.  were  manufactures 
of  iron  for  further  use  in  manufacturing,  imports  of  which  amounted 
to  $7,300,000  in  1917  compared  to  $3,900,000  in  191G : 


Arlidos. 


1916 


Pounds. 


Food,  drink,  and  tobacco: 
I  npreparcd— 

J5cans— 

Red  and  wliitc 

Soy 

Eggs,  fresh 

I'artly  or  wholly  prepared- 
Condensed  milk 

Sugar- 
Raw  

Refined 

Raw  nialerials: 

Hones,  animal 

Horale  of  soda 

15ristles  

Cotton— 

( iinncd 

In  the  seed 

I'lax,  China  grass,  etc 

Ilcnip  and  jute 

Hides  and  skins- 
Cattle 

Door 

Other 

Lacquer 

.Ntanures 

I'hosjjhoiile 

Seeds-- 

<  'ot  Ion 

Rai)C  or  mustard 

Wool 

Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing: 

Antimony,  ingots  and  slabs 

Rrass  and  bronze,  ingots ! 

Canst  ie  soda,  crude 

CopiKT,  ingots  and  slabs 

Dyes,  aniline 

Fats,  animal 

Iron — 

Rars,  rods,  T-anglos,  etc 

rig 

Tipes  and  tubes 


2,400,000 

0,3:52,000 

709,000 

1,10.),  000 

16,910,000 
5,030,000 

7,021,000 

2,147,000 

■,J2I,(X)0 

109,J)25,0(>() 
3,838,000 
8,0f<7,000 
.■?,!)17,0(K) 


Value. 


10 


4:<,0(Ki 

(i.l.tXM) 

1,048.000 

447,000 


12, 1%,  000 

32,  ,J00, 000 
17,700,000 
1,2(J2,(X)0 

8,099,000 
89,787,000 
,3,77().O0O 
2,2f)2,000 
14K,(K)0 
4,99,{,000 

17,, ".1,5, 000 

103,787,000 

1,51,5,000 


S39,000 
79,000 
39,000 

.84,000 

470,000 
100,000 

.59,000 
185,000 
190,000 

12,fi:r.,000 
138,000 
470,000 
118,000 

2,10,5,000 
11,000 
205,000 
95,000 
51,000 
73,000 

Xii,  000 
336, 000 
180,000 

1,044,000 
6,704,000 
233,  (XX) 
3S0, 000 
438,  (KX) 
379,000 

063,000 

2,301,000 

72,000 


1917 


Rounds. 


.3,100,000 

4,900,000 

572,  (KX) 

1,448,000 

15,, 300, 000 
2,900,000 

117,000 
956, 0(X) 
321,000 

91,2(K),000 

272, 000 

12.884,000 

4,078,000 

4,079,000 
102,000 

3,413,000 
328,000 


Value. 


69,100,000 

37,:500,000 
12,500,000 
5,465,000 

10,884,000 

53,237,000 

2,069,000 

1,878,000 

6:},  000 

6,628,000 

34,713,000 
89,408,000 
4,966,000 


S56,000 
134,000 
50,000 


546,000 
112, 0(X) 

80,000 
74,000 
235,000 

15,206,000 

9,000 

695,000 

152,000 

1,027,000 

ai,000 

017,000 

74,000 

153,000 

502,000 

417,000 
319,000 
121,000 

1,132,000 
4,540,000 
123,000 
427,000 
271,000 
597,000 

2,168.000 

3,135.000 

335,000 
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Articles. 


Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing— Con. 
Iron— 

Plates  and  sheets— 

CJalvanized,  corrugated 

O.alvanized,  not  corrugated 

Tinned  

Other 

Wire 

.  Metal,  old— 

Urass  and  bronze 

Iron 

Zinc 

Other 

rarafTin  wax 

Silk,  wild 

Soda  ash 

Straw  plaits 

Zinc,  ingots  and  slabs 

Articles  wliolly  manufactured: 

C'otVon  satins 

P  j-namite 

Licorice 

Machinery  and  parts — 

Sewitig  machines ^ 

Pumps 

A 1 1  other 

Morphine  derivatives 

Nails,  rivets,  screws,  etc 

Petroleum  and  kerosene 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1916 


Pounds. 


1,301,000 
540,000 
5,322,000 
7,237,000 
1,409,000 

2,152,000 

11,941.000 

373,000 


5, 052, 000 

739.000 

IS,  099, 000 

1,131.000 

3, 1S«,  000 

a  2. 26S,  000 
1,430,(X)0 
1,172,000 


129,000 
"V 195,' 000 

Vi,' 890,"  666 


Value. 


$70,000 
.■?0,000 
307,  000 

3ns, 000 

OS,  000 

231,000 
141,000 

40,fHXl 
162,000 
436, 000 
875, 000 
4.54,000 

89,000 
413,000 

239, 000 
438, 000 
54,000 

108,000 
13,000 
213,000 
678, 000 
201,000 
2.'-)3,000 
4,680,000 


40,  S67, 000 


Pounds. 


466,000 
708,000 

4,465,000 
10,761,000 

2,172,000 

1,488,000 

12,663,000 

135, 000 


6,057,000 
277,000 
2, 145, 000 
1,412,000 
3,846,000 

o 417, 618 

528,000 

1,912,000 


6  207,000 
Vi,' 947,' 666 


Value. 


J35,000 
61,000 
4a3,000 
1,0.'-.3,000 
158,000 

178,000 

308,000 

7,000 

93,000 
586,000 
488,000 

84,000 
125,000 
350,000 

64,000 
201,000 
125,000 

43,000 
12,000 
2,57, 000 
889,000 
169, 000 
272,000 
7,377,000 


46,820,000 


6  Ounces. 


c  Gallons. 


a  Square  yards. 
Goods  Shipped  from  Osaka. 

Exports  from  Osaka  to  all  countries  during  1916  and  1917  are 
shown  in  the  folio  wins:  table : 


Articles. 


Food,  drink,  and  tobacco: 

Sugar,  refined pounds . . 

Raw  rriaterials: 

Manure 

Timliers 

Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing: 

Antimony,  ingots  and  slabs pounds. . 

Brass  and  yellow  metal do 

Copper — 

Ingots  and  slabs do 

Other do 

Cotton  yarns — 

Up'toNo.  20 do 

Over  No.  20 do 

Leather do 

Speller,  ingots  and  slabs do 

Articles  wholly  manufactured: 

PnLshcs dozen . . 

IMittons gross. . 

Cotton  manufactures— 

Anklebands dozen. . 

Blankets pieces. . 

Cotton  and  silk  tissues square  yards.. 

Cotton  silk  satins ".do 

Counterpanes do 

Flannel do 

Oloves dozen. . 

Hosiery do 

Nankeens,  plain pieces. . 

Nankeens,  dyed do 

Shirtings  and  sheetings yards.. 

T-cloths do 

Thread pounds . . 


Quantity.        Value 


20, 202, 000 


5,3.56,000 
4,994,000 

18,281.000 
l,16t,000 

35,310,000 

21,049,000 

1,080,000 

2,428,000 


6.34,000 
719,000 


8.88,000 

51,000 

14,227.0fK) 

39<1,000 

1.206,001) 

66,943.000 

474.000 
8.5,073,000 
21.829,000 

690,000 


$751,000 

536,  .500 
321.500 

1,477,. 500 
1,402,000 

4, 322.  .500 
349, 500 

5,912.000 

6,.55S,,5'X) 

499.500 

490. 0(K) 

220,  .500 
418,500 

171,. 500 
269. 500 
84.. 500 
228. on  / 
235.. 500 

1,01.5.  ,500 
26 ).  m) 
716. OOO 

2,265,000 
17.000 

5^101.000 

1,201.. 500 
250.000 


Quantity.  Value. 


42,516,000 


.5,332.000 
9,277,000 

17,805.000 
3,670.000 

36.210,000 

22. '96, 000 

1 .  290. 000 

5, 297, 000 


SiTO.OOO 
1,122,000 

"i,  1.59. 666 

60.000 

19.006.000 

615.000 

1.313.000 

77.995.000 

1.945.000 

1.54,312.0011 

39,665.000 

399,000 


$1,729,500 

312,000 
775,500 

7.53,500 
2,776,000 

5,007,000 
1,216.000 

10,323.000 

11,43*.,5'K) 

S.36.  .500 

762,  ,500 

1,024.500 
600.500 

314.. 500 
599,003 
497.  .500 
423.. 501 
3ti3.0O0 

2, 280,  .500 
5-16.00.1 
914.000 

4, 107,  .501 

162.  .500 

14,728.001 

3, 4.32.  .500 
324.000 
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SUrrLKMENr  to   commerce   UEI'ORTS. 


Articles  wholly  luanufactiircd— Continued. 
Cotton  niiuuif:icturps 

Tissnes— 

Strijiwl picc»3. 

Twilled yards. 

Olhor 

Towels dozen . 

L'ndonvoar,  Unit do. . . 

Voot  wear 

(5 lass  inanufiw^tnrei— 

IU)M Ip.^  and  (livsks pieces. 

Mirrors : dozen. 

Other  pliisswaro 

Iron  n;,mu  aetures — 

Fnamelrd  wure 

Ollicr  manufiU'l  iires 

Lamp>  imd  part s 

Maehiiiorv  and  parts 

>ratdi.'.s-^ 

Safet  V gross. . 

I  )l  her do — 

iModicines.  prepared 

I'aper— 

TriutLng pounds. . 

Other 

I'ot  I  rry  ware 

.Soap,  toilet dozen. . 

Woolen  tissues — 

Moiisselino yards. . 

(.>  ther 

.Ml  other 


lOlG 


rounds. 


:i72.()(iii 

89,39H,000 


733,  (KK) 
l,628,tX)0 


3,310,000 
5,190,000 


466,000 
8,615,000 


N'aluc. 


14,4P-1,000 


1,363,000 
RS^l.OOO 


Total . 


mri.rm 

.'5,320,500 
1,W4,5U0 

371,  (KK) 
2,7li7,5(IO 

42.%,  500 

.   544,500 

324,500 

1,467,. WO 

240,  .'iOO 
l,OKs,.'-,00 

So^.-'iOO 
1,001,500 

157,  rioa 

1,.')09.000 
2Z2,00O 

S77, 500 
300,5(XI 
537,000 
392,500 

152,000 

309,000 

14.902.U(X) 


1017 


Pounds. 


92.'),tXX) 
120,144.000 


709,000 
1,221,000 


4.1tvl.000 
6,091,000 


70,6K9,900 


1, .544, 000 
7,017.000 


30,449,OIX) 


2,176,000 
990,000 


Value. 


SI,  12-2,00)) 

11,KS2..VJ0 

7.461,000 

445,000 

2,359,000 

607,500 

7S4,50() 

.'VOO.tHXl 

1,02S,00(I 

404, (XXi 
2,16;i,0(«) 

012,  .-lOO 
l,862,r.O0 

'  .540,500 

1,266,  (XXI 

.".31,5()<i 

I.KO0.0(W 
510.50(1 
861, 0(«) 
72i,(KX) 

301,500 

8.S5,500 

22,661,500 


127,0.iS,000 


Osakii'.s  total  exports  show  the  notable  increase  of  80  per  cent  m 
one  3'ear,  the  most  remarkable  growth  occurrhig  in  cotton  manufac- 
tures and  cotton  Aarns,  the  former  having  incretised  from  $22,()0(),0(K) 
to  $52,000,000,  or  130  per  cent,  and  the  latter  from  $12,400,000  to 
$21,700,000,  or  75  per  cent.  These  two  items  comprised  nearly  CO  per 
cent  of  Osaka's  total  exports  during  1917.  The  quantity  of  yarn  cx- 
l)()rted  increased  only  slightly,  the  gain  in  value  beina:  due  almost 
wholly  to  higher  pric^es.  Tlie  quantity  of  cotton  textiles  exported 
infretised  considortd^ly  but  not  in  proi)ortion  to  the  increase  in  value. 
Othei-  articles  of  Avhicli  the  exjiorts  doubled,  or  in  some  cases  more 
than  doiibk'd.  wme  bras.^  and  yellow  metal,  piiper.  brushes,  and  satHy 
matches. 
Official  Inspection  of  Goods  Exported. 

During  1017  five  articles — silk  textiles,  matches,  glassware,  braids, 
and  enameh'd  liollow  ware — were  selected  by  the  Japanese  Dei)art- 
ment  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  in  regtird  to  which  a  system  of  in- 
spection before  export  was  established,  and  it  is  expected  that  cotton 
manufactures,  brushes,  i)encils,  and  codfish  will  soon  l)e  added. 

The  object  of  this  insi)ection  is  the  desire  of  the  Government  and 
of  the  more  progi-cssive  Japanese  merchants  to  fully  grasp  their  pre.'^- 
ent  opportunity  in  world  trade  by  assuring  tuid  improving  the  (luality 
of  th(^  goods  exi)orted. 
Imports  from  United  States  and  Possessions  into  Kob6  and  Osaka. 

In  1017,  o2  per  cent  of  this  district's  total  imports  came  from  the 
United  States,  as  compared  to  onlv  23  per  cent  in  191C.  Of  these  im- 
l)orts  ginned  cotton,  vjilued  at  about  $30,000,000  formed  30  i)er  cent 
and  iron,  bars,  sheets,  pig  iron,  etc.,  valued  at  nearly  $50,000,000,  made 
up  no  loss  than  50  per  cent.     Sales  by  the  United  States  to  Osaka  in- 
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creased  40  per  cent  and  to  Kobe  04  per  cent  in  1017,  compared  with 
1016.  These  figures  are  the  more  remarkable  in  that  during  1916 
sales  by  the  United  States  to  Kobe  had  already  increased  70  per  cent 
and  to  Osaka  310  ])er  cent,  compared  Avitb  lOla. 

Imports  into  Kol)e  and  Osaka  from  the  T'nitcd  States  for  the  years 
1016  and  1017  are  given  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS  INTO  KOBfe. 

Aluminum,  ingots  and  slabs pounds. . 

A  naline  d  yes do — 

Antifobrino do 

Asbestos  powder do 

Bicarbonate  of  potash do 

Bones,  animil do 

Carbolic-  acid do 

Carbon  black do 

Catechu  and  other  tanning  extracts do 

Caustic  soda,  crude do 

Cedar  wood. cubic  meters. . 

Ch lorate  of  potash pounds . . 

Cocaine ounces . . 

Condensed  milk. pounds . . 

Cotton,  ginned do 

Drills,  bits,  reamers,  and  screw  taps do 

Drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicines,  n.  e.  s 

Dynamite pounds. . 

Felts  for  paper  making do 

Formaline do 

Galls,  oak  bark,  and  similar  tanning  material. .  .do 

Gla-ss: 

Plates square  motors. . 

Sheets : do 

Glue pounis. . 

Glycerin do 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle  and  buflfalo do 

Dyed do 

Iron:  " 

Anchors do 

Bands  and  hoops do 

Bars,  rods,  T-angles,  etc do 

Chains do — 

Dog  spikes do 

Fishplates do 

Ingots  and  slabs do — 

Nails do 

Pigs do 

Pipes  and  tube? do... 

Plates  and  sho3ts do. . . 

Plates  and  sheets,  galvanized do... 

Rails do. . . 

Kivets do. . . 

Screws do. . . 

Waste  or  old do. . . 

Wire do... 

Wire,  galvanized do. . . 

Wire  rods do. . . 

Lead,  in'jDts  and  slabs do 

I-i'iuid  g)ld,  silver,  and  plitiuum.. oimces.. 

Logwood  extracts pounds.. 

Malt do.... 

Machinery: 

Automobile.s number. . 

Dynamos  and  electric  motors 

Gas  CDmprossjrs 

Metal  or  wood-making  machinery 

Railway  ciniiges  and  parts  thereof 

Sewingmichines 

Spinning  machinery 

Steam  b  nlors  and  accessories 

Parts  of  machinery 

Typewriters 

All  other  machinery 

Milk  sugar ." pounds. . 

Naphthaline do 


1916 


Quantity.  Value. 


918, 922 
"4i,'7i2 


270. 029 

2,  IC.".,  012 

051,  17; 

385,  dig 

1, 201,950 

6,103.:5,S5 

'795 

990,-)51 

17,097 

1, 92S,  952 

207, 8S8, 933 


$.5fiS,  700 


47, 290 


230, S50 

35, 7.32 

229, 70  J 

4, 534, 050 

40,117 
239,277 
336, 136 


35S,  572 
30, 5S2 


1,475.497 
112. 745, 744 


8, 872. 403 
7. 2  {0,984 
2, 257. 920 
8.905.421 
131  437,206 
14.4.").  100 
1,401,793 


605,068 


3,315,521 
10,572,254 
8,872,406 
13, 017,  S95 
20,473 
1,201,133 
83,269 


156.  839 
102, 883 
090,  573 

01,1H5 
103,758 
487;  Oil 

57,117 
403,  732 

01, 7.56 

219, 174 

20,470,907 

57,017 
30  5, 065 
140,955 

43,956 

33,641 

84,516 

lOS,  lOS 
176, 572 
42, 974 


Quantity.        Value 


1,739,653 

161.548 

50,  702 

1,  472,  826 

200, 880 

60,  700 

2, 552. 22S 

201.053 


23,740,838 


22. 7.58 

16.214 

2,224.680 

176,551.968 


81,802 
03. 572 


77. 303 
3,546,490 


59. 925 
49, 106 
52,037 


505. 426 
296.959 

45. 197 

419.366 

3,022.011 

902, 887 

44,449 


70,001 


146,. 559 
5.5."),  8.57 
350, 70 ) 
954, 4«5 
63,570 
49,748 
3;3,437 


16, 628 
01,541 
79,  826 

78, 206 

277. 064 

29, 967 

951,556 

4.  Hi, 062 

;214..327. 126 

1, 776,  72S 

726, 003 

1. 791,  720 

1,372.5''.2 

4,874.780 

37.815.885 

13,521.208 

.33.5,888.123 

I     2, 657,  169 

38,112,740 

I        63S,856 

I     1,271, 1S9 

20,9.32,0  4 

5,532,740 

'4,000,635 

9,4:35,550 

2,931,483 

953 

538,226 

1,692,218 

139 


20S,6I8 
253,236 


159,0.55 
32,. 541 
342, 448 


111,537 
97, 738 

ei.iro 

75,527 


231,  K36 
37, 840 
41,52S 


12,425 
10.088 


$1, 128.  752 

434, 687 

8, 812 

290,218 

116,584 

315,610 

1,619,313 

40,307 


1,560,436 


7, 570 

180, 371 

271, 229 

30, 146, 891 


648,339 

68, 252 

71,352 

9.6.58 


40,325 

241,495 

12,977 

47,543 

09, 752 
70,  COi 

80,9.50 

297. 207 

11.028,789 

148,654 

3(i,  459 

7:3. 445 

71.677 

290.075 

1.0(i8.7(« 

1,023,968 

28,311,862 

191.926 

1,318,103 

61,56S 

196,313 

478,429 

.3,57,973 

1, .349, 344 

489,057 

239,713 

2,623 

171,417 

110,796 

120, 479 

312,417 

48,217 

564,781 

S«,s;26 

1.55, 225 

2.51,903 

56't,fi25 

22, 140 

44,210 

1,052,513 

2,4ro 

3.357 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE    IIKPOHTS. 


Articles 


Oil 


aspoRTS  INTO  KORfc— contlnuod. 


Illuniinil inc;,  mi^wllaueous gallons. 

Kerosene  ami  not  roleiim  In  cans do. . . 

Mineral,  mi-iecUinooiis i)oun<ls. 

\olalile.  vepcl  able  ( (ragrant ) do. . . 

Pn^vrs: 

Cnrdljoard do... 

Imitation  Japanese  and  lissue  jiaixT do... 

MatcJi tlo--- 

PacVins do. . . 

Printing do. . . 

All  other 

ParalTm  wax poiuids. 

Pijie,  fir,  and  cednr cubic  meters. 

Platinum,  ingots,  slabs,  bars,  and  plates pounds. 

Pulp do... 

Quicksilver do. . . 

Ro^ui do. . . 

Salicylic  acid do... 

Soda  ash do. . . 

Tobacco,  leaf do. . . 

Vaseline do. . . 

Zinc: 

In^rots.  slabs,  and  grains do... 

Plates  and  sheets do. . . 

.\11  other  articles 


Total. 


IMIMHTS  INTO  OSAKA. 

Aluminum,  ingots  and  slabs pounds. 

Caustic  soda,  crude do. . . 

D>iiamite do. . . 

Iron: 

Hars,  rods,  T  angles, cto do... 

Nails, 


191U 


Quantity.         Value. 


fl-IO.Otl 

2,r>3.T.orfl 

in,(w.t,7(u 
to,r)iii 

830,9-.G 
M5,  i:w 

&■>:<,  M8 
r.7i,;«« 

1,2<J1»,  111 


14,12«,728 

10, 403 

52 

f>,5f)0,71H 

93,121 

9,510,IK)1 

IS.Wt 


720,704 
720,337 


1,010,114 
r.22, 29S 


PlUos  and  sheets poimds.. 

PLues  and  sheets,  galvanized do — 

Oil,  kerosene  orix'troleum gallons.. 

Paraffin  v>ax pounds. . 

Surgical  or  orthopodic  instruments, and  parts  of 

Machinery .  imd  parts  of 

Soft  nibbers poimds.. 

^'c.sscls  (steam) number. . 

.Ml  other  articles 


Total. 


402,  (i-10 

2,512,1.?8 

78.">,o;}6 

7,9«,389 


2,896,322 


l,S0a,13(i 
K9(),2().') 


$17r.,n3 

3r.-,,yr>3 

311,397 
116,295 

47, 131 

51,227 
:«,7I5 
M,  135 
79,874 


721,800 
ir);},987 

77,363 
219,313 

95,i538 
375, 864 

95, 208 


1.55,812 
47, 477 

145,759 

88,195 

2,362,849 


1917 


Quantity.       Value 


;tiis,2^0 

l,2f7.'.W 

!U,61! 
1,5<I2, 120 

290,910 
2,54,. 377 
160,626 
821.72<l 
547,112 


3,951,7m 

28,57!) 


5,448,3.54 
141,028 
13, 1-20,  132 
.59.922 
27, 107,, 596 
19s,074 
:i80,204 

1,(UW,36S 
5a5,128 


49,312,167 


^53,911  74,716 

182,789  1,K53,3S4 

287,2:12  I  222, 76S 

266.0,54  I  13, 961,  .545 

147,644  I 

136,  ,554  I  9,558,778 

I  911,29'l 

253,467  I  1,942,6.53 

()9,565  I  9<\S,664 


96,294 


.5.5,000 
1,618,816 


66,178 


3,367,326 


S100,5:M 
187,907 
26,S,U 
^4,4ol 

19,816 
26,7.3;i 
II,. 595 
7S,'.«i7 
51,1.5(1 
liVj,  969 
269,041 
592,031 


;!38,071 
155,245 
603,875 
60,696 
l,237,r.M 
50,278 
31,486 

.384,265 

10:<,809 

2,  .527, 058 


95,646,929 


34,765 
ni,890 
72,771 

.509, 165 
147,770 
818,377 

81,513 
271.971 

8<.376 

:i2,440 
109,269 

:«,  281 


2,318,566 
4,633,157 


Exports  to  ITnited  States  and  Possessions. 

'riie  tctai  incrou.se  in  exports  to  the  Uuited  States  and  po.=!sessions 
wa.s  no  less  than  40  ])er  cent  in  lt>lT,  compared  to  the  preceding"  yeap. 
The  follo\Yinj4'  table  gives  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal 
articles  invoiced  at  this  consulate  for  the  United  States.  Hawaii,  and 
the  l*hilii)piiie  Islands  during-  the  past  two  years.  (The  .Japanese 
custoius  statistics,  owing  to  transit  merchandise,  show  smaller  exports 
to  the  United  States  than  are  declared  at  this  consuhite)  : 


.\vlicles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 

.Vnliniony,  rogulus  or  metal iwunds. 

.\rl  works,  moro  llian  10(1  years  old pieces., 

Hraids: 

^      Chip  and  .<.traw do 

Hemp do 

iireatLstulTs: 

Rice,  browii  and  cleaned pounds. 


1910 


Quantity. 


3,086 
25, 785 

10,132,007 
4,876,088 

35, 703, 980 


Value. 


$1,820,814 
141,011 

928,896 
760,096 

828, 773 


1917 


Quantity.       Valtie 


17.142.888 
'    24,775 

17,077,899 
1,408,963 

95,4.S2,352 


$2,101,841 
122,215 

1,710,662 
383,601 

2,755,937 
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Arliclcs. 


TO  VNTTEP  STATES — Continued. 

Bristlos,  refined  and  prepared pounds. 

Bronze  loil slipol . 

Brushes doze  u . 

Button.-^,  shell.- gross. 

Chemic;  Is,  drugs,  dvcs,  and  medicines: 

Agar-atrar pounds. 

Camplior.  refined do. . . 

Menthol  in  crystals do . . . 

I'olash— 

(Jarbonate  of do. . . 

(■hlomt e  of do. . . 

Pyrcthrmu  Mowers do. . . 

Wax,  vewlAhle do. . . 

Cotton,  mnmifactures  of: 

("arpcls,  mais,  uud  rugs square  j^ards. 

Cotton  threads,  waste pounds . 

All  01  her 

ICnrtlu  n,  stone,  and  ciilna  ware: 

Crucibles pieces . 

China  and  porceliin  ware dozen. 

Earthen  and  crockery  ware do. . . 

Fil)ors,  nianuticliires  of,  gunny  bags,  now 

square  yards 

Fruits  and  nuts: 

Copra pounds. 

reaniits do. . . 

Furs  and  fur  skins,  undressed pieces. 

Hats,  of  paper,  Panama  straw,  and  rush dozen. 

Matches,  sa  fe  t  y gross . 

Matting  and  mats,  straw  and  grass square  yards. 

Oils: 

Fish gallons . 

Castor do. . . 

Coconut pounds. . . 

Cottonseed do. . . 

Peanut gallons. 

Rapesccd do. . . 

Soya  bean poimds . 

Sake. .'. gallons. 

Scheelile  oro tons. 

Seeds,  must ard pounds. 

f^ilk: 

Fabrics  of 

Wivstc poimds. 

Starch,  potato do... 

'I'oys dozen . 

S'PKCtahles,  crude  and  prepared: 

Bo.ms , : bushels. 

I'e.is do. . . 

-Ml  other,  dried  or  silted pounds. 

Wood  and  bamboo,  manufactures  of: 

Baskets dozen . 

Wo!)d-shaving  strings pieces. 

A\'oodcn   arc,  misrcUancous do. . . 

Allcli>irges 

.\  11  other  articles 


1910 


Quantity. 


31,956 


2,359, lOJ 
a,  660, 118 

449,890 

2,214,547 

110,900 

40.800 

112.000 

781 ; 472 

2.192.910 


4,233,114 


16, 177 
446, 425 


163, lOG 

4,198,022 

410,281 

498,355 

1,179,111 

11,837,275 

1,374,330 

210, 670 

2,910,83.'> 

3,430,409 

1,537,974 

2,389,600 

72.417,616 

273, 776 

54 

1, 918,261 


48,600 
4,984,000 
6,756,412 

1,410,723 


657, 153 

191,981 

1.575,337 


Total. 


TO  Flin.II'I'INE  ISLANDS. 

Dra.«s,  sheets pounds. 

Breadstuff^:  Wheat  flour barrels . 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Cloth,  bleached  and  colored,  dyed  ...square  yards. 

Thread  and  yams pounds . 

i  'ndershirts dozen. 

All  other 

Ktirthen,  stone,  and  china  ware dozen. 

Enameled    are do. . . 

(?lass  and  glass  a  are: 

Bot  I  les pounds . 

-Ml  other  manufactures  of 

Matches,  in  I)o\es gross. 

Paper,  cigarette pounds. 

Umlirella  and  jiarasol  parts dozen. 

Vege  tallies: 

Onions Inishcls . 

Potat,ocs do. .. 

-Ml  other  articles 

.Ml  charges 


155,993 
851,542 
834,579 


284, 128 
115,661 


232,341 


217,001 


Total. 


Value. 


$43,615 


1,301,600 
864,520 

146.003 

1,109.694 

239, S94 

11,137 

46,909 

145,963 

245, 512 


145,941 


1917 


Quantity. 


105,223 
16,60.S,tM){) 
4,  (■31,308 
5,316,^32 

291,361 

1,96-3, 7 :« 

117,325 

017.69.'< 

332,640 

2,625.604 

2,246,714 

3S9, 393 
5,440,854 


73,690 
296, 779 


8,784 
150, 274 
204,716 

2,131,030 
360,584 

1,378,038 

416,510 

108, 5J5 

213,412 

189,  &■  9 

615.558 

929,631 

3,980.589 

149,879 

91,284 

51,090 

109,583 

37. 455 

24 1;  315 

398, 058 

1,081,936 


323, 764 

8,776 

84,450 

5,978,486 

5,119,584 


33,510,873 


2:i,«ll 

80,373 
222,519 
845,405 
192,636 

90,414 
119. 159 


145,319 
84, 167 


.36.  .'572 


743,891 
335,988 

2,920,090 


31,046  I 
528,110  1 
106, 273 

2,328,792 

8,8H,0?3 
10,777,218 
887.050 
372,822 
1,179,310 
10, 015, 667 

1,501,089 

516.219 

15, 789',  263 

2,005.C.")0 

2, 618; 784 

2,847,417 

64,9.32.091 

241,476 

169.i 

5,8(X?,300 


397, 349 
6. 01)),  364 
lo;  647, 609 

1,060.694 

415,034 

1,212.602 

581,469 

966,080 

1,:J52,()90 


Value. 


$276,202 

117, 184 

2,. 57.5. 22 1 

917,241 

100, 126 

1,154,193 

305,376 

26.3,852 
119,873 
531,421 
257, 974 

198,908 
265,911 
240, 428 

175,668 

•318,990 

99,641 

173,395 

447, 187 
497, 577 
664,738 

1,396,523 
436,247 

1,478,980 

568. 180 

409, 792 

1,704,957 

165, 161 

1,525,688 

1,277,487 

4.947,962 

144.886 

286,590 

166, 746 

178,247 
420, 463 
290,011 
a32.975 

3,509,449 

1,096,231 

102,643 

270,010 
130;724 
113.502 

12,610,280 
5, 692, 72:? 


549,247 
65,075 

7,73.1.794 

1,125,471 

911,273 


429, 485 

78,477 

10,248,552 


3.56,039 
307,675 
416,697 

121,568 
17.5,588 


56,361,951 


107,927 
385,729 

797,697 
401,519 
1,282,9:W 
406, 153 
1(>9,976 
163,586 

106, 408 
157,517 
158,  .592 
127,809 
IDS, 130 

108, 120 

143,099 

1,675,961 

1, 108, 183 

7,470,345 
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Articlps. 


¥0  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

Brc.a<lstiifTs:  Rice pounds. 

Sake  ( Jiipnnesc) enHo'is- 

All  other  articles 

All  charges 


Totil. 


1910 


Quantity.        Value 


34,S3v">,  101 
95,791 


»R4S,fllO 
35,599 
44K,9«:< 
280, 780 


1,619,952 


1917 


Quantity.        Value 


30, 7.17, 753 
57,t)62 


$l,a52,184 
227, 719 
440,395 
858, 187 


2,584,485 


Declared  Exports  from  Yokkaichi. 

K.xports  to  (lie  United  States  as  invoiced  at  the  consular  a.ijoncy  at 
Yokkaichi,  ^vhi(•h  includes  the  huge  city  of  Nagoya,  increased  about 
00  per  cent  during  1917,  and  were  as  follows : 


Art  ieles. 

1910 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

llrcadstulTs:  Rice 

Earl  hen  ware  and  porcelain 

Matches,  sifety 

Musical  instruments: 

Violins 

Violin  bows 

Oil,  sova  bean 

Tea                    

pounds.. 

dozen.. 

t'fcss. . 

dozen.. 

do.... 

702, 178 

2,105,954 

854,505 

3,930 
0,202 

$20, 134 

1,031,200 

258,970 

12,792 
12,093 

1,081,936 
2,721,904 
1,359,310 

3,023 

18,183 

889, 139 

2,870,787 

1,567,425 

$57,866 

1,390,947 

340, 162 

58,556 
71,478 
(v3,33« 

do 

2,252,305 
1,313,970 

440,839 

87, 138 

207,  Ml 

200,301 

398,244 

Toys 

dozen.. 

275, 171 
499,733 

014,786 

2,337,180 

3,776,281 

Goods  to  the  value  of  $5,218  were  invoiced  at  Yokkaichi  for  ship- 
ment to  the  Philippine  Islands  in  lOlG  and  $15,2(58  in  1917,  and  to 
Hawaii  $50  in  191G  and  $250  in  1917. 
The  Cotton  Industry. 

E.xtraordinaiily  favorable  business  conditions  in  Japan  and  the 
continued  withdrawal  of  the  products  of  European  nations  from 
competition  in  the  markets  of  Asia  and  Australia  made  the  year  1917 
an  extremely  profitable  one  for  the  spinning  industry,  and  firmly 
fixed  it  as  the  leading  manufacturing  industry  of  Japan.  Last  year 
there  were  imi^orted  into  this  district,  which  is  the  center  of  the  in- 
dustry in  this  country,  more  than  7,000.()()()  bales  of  raw  cotton;  and 
there" were  exported  from  it  about  457,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  yarn 
and  $70,000,000  worth  of  cotton  textiles. 

^^'llat  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  order  from  Ja]ian  for  spindles 
in  the  United  States  was  filled  during  1917  by  a  machinery  company 
near  Boston.  These  are  reported  to  be  giving  excellent  service.  The 
imi)orts  of  spindles  from  England,  which  formerly  supplied  nearly 
all  of  those  used  in  this  country,  have  greatly  decreased. 
Trade  in  Vegetable  Oils. 

The  amounts  of  the  three  principal  vegolal)le  oils — rapeseed 
(col/.a),  soya  bean,  and  coconut — largely  originating  or  manufac- 
tured in  this  district,  exported  in  1917  were  slightly  .smaller  than  in 
191G,  but  (heir  value  was  far  higher,  and  there  was  a  greatly  in- 
creased trade  in  oils  from  the  mainland  and  South  Seas  transshipped 
and  marketed  here.  The  latter,  however,  as  they  are  not  entered  for 
consumption  in  Japan,  do  not  appear  in  the  local  customs  statistics. 
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Causes  tending  to  make  Kobe  a  large  vegetable-oil  market  are: 
(1)  The  great  deerease  of  all  but  Japanese  merchant  tonnage  in  the 
Pacific,  as  the  Japanese  lines  converge  and  carry  on  their  pi'incipal 
transshipment  business  here.  (2)  The  high  rate  and  iai)id  iiuctu- 
ations  of  silver  exchange  in  China,  of  which  Japanese  buyers  can 
take  quicker  advantage  than  the  representatives  of  purchasers  in 
more  distant  countries.  (8)  The  great  ino-ease  in  oil  mills  owned 
and  oi)erat€d  by  Japanese,  both  in  this  country  and  on  the  mainland. 
(4)  The  shipment  of  large  quantities  of  copra  from  the  former  Ger- 
man-owned South  Sea  Islands  for  crushing  in  this  country. 

October,  1917,  saAv  the  beginning  of  the  largest  buying  season  yet 
known  in  Japan,  it  being  estimated  by  exporters  that  between  ihe 
beginning  of  that  month  and  the  end  of  the  year  about  $2.").()00.()()0 
worth  of  vegetable  oils  were  sold  for  future  shipment  to  the  United 
States  alone.  Quotations  rose  very  rapidly  during  that  })eriod,  th(> 
following  being  the  approximate  prices  at  wdiich  the  four  principal 
oils  were  sold  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  1917.  per  lOU  ])ounds 
landed  net  weight  c.  i.  f.  Pacific  coast  ports:  Soya-bean  oil,  $8.9f) 
and  $15.50;  coconut  oil,  $12  and  $15.75;  peanut  oil,"  $9.80  and  $l(i.75; 
and  refined  rapesee<:l  oil,  $13.25  and  $18. 
Sources  of  Supply  of  Oil — Exports. 

Soya-bean  oil,  which  originates  principally'  in  JMiinclniria,  is  al- 
most entirely  controlled  by  Japanese.  The  su})ply  of  beans  last  year 
was  very  large,  and  the  amount  of  oil  turned  out  was  limited  only 
by  the  capacity  of  mills.  A  number  of  large  new  plants  were  .started 
both  in  Mancliuria  and  Japan  and  most  of  the  already-establislied 
mills  increased  their  capacity. 

About  half  of  the  coconut  oil  handled  here  was  pressed  in  Japan, 
the  other  half  came  from  Saigon,  Singapore,  and  Java. 

Virtually  all  of  the  peanut  oil  transshipped  at  Kobe  originates  in 
North  China,  so  little  being  manufactured  in  this  district  that  the 
item  is  not  individually  mentioned  in  local  customs  statistics.  The 
Chinese  peanut  crop  is  said  to  have  been  far  below^  normal,  but  the 
high  prices  brought  out  stocks  that  would  not  otherwise  have  been 
exported. 

The  principal  supply  of  rapeseed  comes  from  the  northern  [)art  of 
Japan,  but  large  quantities,  and  some  of  the  oil  itself,  are  brought 
here  from  Alanchui-ia  and  Noi-th  China.  The  oil  is  expres,<ed  from 
the  seed  in  this  district  in  very  many  small  and  a  few  large  plants. 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  customs  statistics,  show  de- 
creases in  the  (juantities  of  ra])eseed,  coconut,  and  soya-bean  oil  ex- 
ported, but  increases  in  value: 


Uestinatiou. 

191ti 

1917 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Voiinds. 

Valiie. 

RAPE.SEK1)  OIL. 

Au.stralia 

I'rancc    .             

9(V4,742 

7fi3,W)S 

7,971.616 

cm,  ml 

381,4115 

lo, 810, 172 

97,080 

$70,240 

•i.S.lilO 

4.s.'..037 

44.446 

•29,741 

1,017,412 

926 

701,281 

301,986 

3,837.766 

$73,577 
18,200 

379, 890 

342,297 

11,006,461 

735,209 

38, lOG 

Uni te<l  States 

1,262.353 

39;  267 

Total 

26,721,240 

1,090,454 

17,585,000 

1,811,399 
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Destination. 

1916 

1917 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

COCONUT  OIL. 

73 
904,752 
763,558 
7,971,010 
0(V1,2()S 
15,840,172 
98,333 

$0 
70, 240 
48, 049 
48.^,o:w 
44,445 
1,017,412 
5, 042 

1,370,408 

1,531,089 

lSii,0(V. 

2,937,.')<)1 

50,000 

15,710,3S«) 

11,940 

»139,.54« 
177  02.'> 

13,800 
312  3(a 

Oroat  Britain     

ft' 800 

1,610  818 

1  288 

Total 

26,302,772 

1,071,432 

21,809,996 

2,260,700 

SOYA-BEAN  OIL. 

Australia 

IJrit  ish  Canada 

483, 150 
2<i0,90() 
7j,3;}3 
507,478 
3,902,913 

28,210 
14,317 
5,335 
37,800 
228, 157 

171,882 
87,236 

10,717 
8  121 

France 

(■real  Britain 

United  States 

4,902,813 

457  055 

Total 

5,349,840 

313,831 

5,221,931 

476,493 

Porcelain  and  Earthenware — Glass  Exports. 

Exports  of  both  porcelain  and  earthenware  increased  somewhat 
last  year,  in  comparison  to  lOlG,  as  shown  by  the  following  table: 


Countries  of  destination. 


Australia 

IJritish  India 

British  Straits  Settlements 

China 

Dutch  India 

Great  Britain 


1916 


1017 


$iJ73. 783 
340.037 
178.072 
161,808 
22.5. 336 
175, 559 


$332. 478 
271,845 
217, 033 
106, 4.57 
480. 7-16 
18,903 


Countries  of  destination. 


Hongkong 

Philippine  Islands. 

United  States 

All  other  countries. 

Total 


1916 


201,206 


431.801 
332, 398 


1917 


177, 743 
237, 570 
440.315 
377. 710 


2,626,000  I  2,720,800 


Exports  of  glass  of  all  kinds  from  Kobe  in  1917  were  valued  at 
$2.r)07,154.  The  United  States  purchases  only  an  insignificant 
amount  of  glass  and  glassware  here,  the  principal  items  in  15)17  being 
glass  beads,  valued  at  $84,401,  and  miscellaneous  glass  manufac- 
tures, $63,510.  The  various  kinds  of  glass  exported  in  1916  and  1917, 
together  with  the  quantity  and  value,  are  given  below : 


Kinds. 


Beads ■. . . 

Bot  t  Ics dozen . . 

Mirrors nnmber . . 

Sport  ;icles do 

Timihlersand  goljlets dozen . . 

Vaci mm  llasks do 

Window  plute square  meters . . 

Oi  licr  glass 


Total. 


1916 


Quantity. 


10,412,0.56 
6,772,847 
2,151,6.';3 
3,044,679 


Value. 


$226,932 

1,0%,  300 

190, 230 

53,940 

733, 229 


271,754 


1917 


Quantity.       Value 


7,500,361 
5, 063, 487 
1,424,163 
1,730,478 
35,055 
1,16a,  985 


ISO*?,  867 
998, 959 
186, 622 

35, 695 
395,825 
143,890 

61,73S 
475,558 


2, 607, 151 


Shell-Button  Industry — Exports  of  Toys. 

Japan  has  ca])turod  a  position  in  the  shell-button  industry,  which 
it  is  believed  it  will  maintain  after  Ihc  war.  The  small  decrease  in 
exports  last  year  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  import  restrictions  of 
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Great  Britain.     The  quantity  and  value  of  shell  buttons  exported 
from  Kohl'  in  11>1G  and  1917  are  shown  in  the  table  that  follows: 


Countries  of  desliiuUion. 


1916 


Gross. 


N'alue. 


1917 


Gross. 


Value. 


Amiralia. . . . 
British  India. 
France. 


Greiit  Britain |  4 

Vhilipi)inc  Islands ' 

I'nitod  .'^(ales j  3 

All  oilier  countries '  1 


041,872 
010,023 
.5.55,792 
681. K24 
5-19,505 
059,439 
634,803 


$231,877 
216,603 
120,03s 
796, 298 
146  .8.50 
732, 258 
356, 216 


668,548 

601,314 

740,6.52 

2.. 301. 131 

159.311 

4,324  292 

1,935,431 


Total 13, 133, 258 


2,600,170 


10,730,682 


1166,411 
131,132 

1.56.260 
4.56.902 
67,367 
779,580 
.5-11,876 

2,302,537 


Although  the  exports  of  toys  slightly  decreased  last  year,  as  com- 
j)ared  to  IDIG.  owing  chiefly  to  restriction  of  their  importation  into 
Ureat  Britain,  the  industry  has  been  a  rapidly  growing  one  during 
the  past  few  years.  In  1013  exports  amounted  only  to  $G(>2,14t>,  as 
compared  to  $1.2Go,G35  in  1917,  the  increase  being  due  to  causes  aris- 
ing from  the  war.  Exports  of  toys  from  Kobe  during  19iG  and  1917 
are  given  in  the  appended  table: 


Countries  of  destination. 

1916 

1917 

Countries  of  destination.           1916 

1917 

$175,371 
288,520 
197.327 
•48,309 
36,027 

$181,594 
167, 183 
59,415 
52,282 
61,757 

United  States ^46, 386 

5542,014 

All  other  countries 238. 968 

195. 790 

Total 1,430,908 

1.263.635 

Philippine  Islands 

The  Match  Trade — Floor  Mats  and  Matting. 

Exports  of  matches  in  1917  .showed  an  increase  in  both  quantity 
and  value  compared  Avith  191G.  Prices  for  the  best  grade  of  double 
impregnated  mutches  have  risen  gradually  from  $12  to  $13  per  case 
of  50  gross  of  boxes  f.  o.  b.  Kobe  before  the  war  to  $28  to  $30  in 
July,  1918,  The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  matches  from 
Kobe  during  the  past  two  years : 


("ounlrics  of  deslination. 

1916 

1917 

Gross. 

Value. 

Gross. 

Value. 

Asiatic  Russia 

2,024,695 
13,331,963 
2, 237.. s  13 
4.415,180 
3, 194,  136 
4,961,552 
2,109,4.5L 
2,188,072 

S614,.504 

British  India 

10,646.7.81 
1,74.h;414 
5, 702, 510 
1,4.56,355 
6,093,821 

$2,8.54.495 

513,684 

1,245,44!) 

371,642 

1,781,  .597 

3, 76S.  331 

Strait-s  Settlements 

672,325 
1.051,234 

l.)utch  1  iidia 

891,446 

Hongkong 

United  Slates 

1,669,898 
782,064 

All  other  countries 

5,468,563 

1,835,823 

760,393 

Total 

31,116,444 

8,605,690 

34,463,192 

10,210,255 

The  exports  of  floor  mats  and  matting  is  an  important,  although 
for  the  time  being  a  decreasing,  one  in  this  district,  due  to  the  fact 
that  they  arc  very  bulky  in  proportion  to  Iheir  value  and  can  nut 
89401)=^— 18— joc :; 
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be  ^o  profitably  sliippod  at  the  present  bijrb  freijrht  rates  as  formerly. 
Kxports  (hiring  the  past  two  years  were  as  follows: 


Countries  of  destination. 

1910 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

MATTlijO. 

RonK.a 
.%S44 
89,104 
22,657 

$21,761 

32fi,.'35 

77,439 

Rolh." 
3,  .308 
45,4.S3 
19,537 

115,065 

191,616 

78,750 

Xotal      

117,605 

42.%  735 

68,298 

285,431 

MATS. 

Aii.<;t  ralia 

Xumber. 
193,6.'« 
232,  .t06 
4S2, 104 

1,743,493 
76.3,311 
Ml,. 301 

2<t,181 

49,799 
.'B.S.I? 
194,505 
.VJ,  3.«5 
103,399 

Kumber. 
117,164 
63,636 
270,517 
264,620 
569,102 
240,022 

22,828 
30,936 

Chim                        

55,588 

4.';,  .594 

567, 4K1 

57,277 

Total       

4,056,401 

9S.S556 

1,525,061 

779,704 

a  Rolb  of  40  yards. 
Hats  and  Hat  Braids. 

Two  of  the  most  important  exports  in  value  from  Kobe  are  hats 
and  braids  for  manufactiirinp:  hats,  the  combined  quantities  shipped 
having  a  value  of  $G,T83.148  in  1917.  compared  to  $0,241,401  in  1916. 
The  amounts  of  these  article.-^,  with  their  values,  exported  from  Kobe 
to  various  countries  during  the  past  two  years  are  shown  in  the  table 
below.  A  bundle  of  braid  contains  approximately  60  linear  yards  of 
material : 


Articles  and  countries  of  destiiuticn. 

ICIG 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

"PANAMA"  HATS. 

Dozen. 
61,67fi 
3,?S0 
8, 215 

$373,143 
17.f>12 
62. 132 

Dozen. 

45,783 

28,519 

8,632 

7,?33 

7, 702 

4. 4f,S 

308. 93.1 

9,818 

»?13,471 

1 06.598 

37,603 

3,981             24,482 

31.352 

58.672 

1 

48, 6SS 

369.S.37       2,037.397 
6, 439            33, 167 

1,426,271 

All  Other  countries 

25,210 

Total. 


HEMP  BRAirS. 


453,428  I    2,547,033 


421,090  j      1,947,865 


Bundles. 
6P,515 
218,560 


Australia 

Canada , 

rnn  e I  2,2:'S.?50 

Ctcax  Britain \  5,270.  loo 

United  States I  4,0-20,194 

All  other  countries '  141, 604 


Total 13,091,278 


STP.AW  BBAICS. 

Australia '  149.756 

Franc* '  1.  "«"■  IS-^ 

Hreat  Britain I  5,079.703 

I'hihprine  Islands I  540, 165 

I'nilpd  Ptate< i  8, 0O.3.  !)f^3 

All  other  countries I  153, 321 


Total '  15,714,123 


nirr  ep.aii  s. 


Canada. 


, nines. 


6C,000 

674,800 

1,301,782 

2,813.065 

191,212 


Total I    5,046,859 


86.127 

.39, 239 

3^5. 079 

78-?,  448 

731,844 

17,  742 


Bundle.*. 
1,?U,7S0 

161,800 
1,039.700 
7.741,548 
2,449,783 

192,900 


215.  876 
31.r.73 

195,904 
1,4.">0,9S1 

432,422 
36, 213 


1,993,479  !  12,800,511 


10.228 
163,972 
4r.  1.1.30 

36, 3.83 
777.  H.i6 

11,085 


1,400,454 


156,214 

496,6:0 

4,416,979 

423,00;} 

10,547,225 

117,115 


16, 157, 216 


3,744 
28, 471 
65,495 
138,  765 

3,0C0 


239,535 


.30.),  Of  0 
l,694..=i00 
4,713.0.37 

278, leo 


6,990,697 


2,363.069 


19,993 
69, 701 
659,637 
39,469 
1,306.176 
10, 428 


2,005,406 


17,.S95 
ia5.646 
321.>vni 

21,406 


466, 808 
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Though  the  number  of  hats  exported  hist  year  did  not  (fitter  greatly 
from  IJUG.  the  vahie  fell  very  considerably,  owing  to  larger  exports 
of  cheaper  qualities  in  1017.  The  quantity  of  hemp  braid  exported 
in  1917  was  less  than  in  1916.  but  its  value  was  greater,  because  Japan 
is  now  imitating  the  better  (jualities  and  fancy  patterns  formerly 
turned  out  by  Italy  and  Switzerland,  with  the  result  that  grades  of 
higher  value  are  now  being  exported.  Exports  of  both  straw  and 
chip  braids  increased  slightly  in  quantity  but  largely  in  value.  The 
cost  of  these  is  greatly  affected  by  the  price  of  labor  and  materials, 
which  were  both  considerably  higher  last  year  than  in  19ir). 
Merchant  Tonnage  Entering  Kobe  and  Osaka. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  merchant 
vessels  entering  Kobe  from  foreign  countries  in  1917.  compared  to 
1916 : 


Nationality. 


American . . 
.Tapaneso . . . 

Chinese 

British 

French 

Dutch 

Swedish . . . 
Norwecian . 

Russian 

Spanish 

Danish 

Italian 


Total. 


sAiLCfG  ^t:ssels. 


Japanese . 
Other.... 


Total. 


1916 


Number.    Tonnage. 


36 

1.954 

10 

280 

44 

21 

10 

12 

S3 

2 

12 


2,464 


86, 134 

.944,616 

4, 674 

.164.375 

214,916 

69,371 

30.367 

31,157 

119,065 

4,063 

38,551 


1917 


Number.     Tonnage. 


5S 
1.S93 
70 
156 
41 
36 
3 
20 
70 


161,370 

3,-9:i6,113 

S2, 797 

668.836 

170.959 

114,931 

8,304 

02. 274 

S2.4S6 


5, 707. 289 


2.358 


401 
966 


1,-367 


27.463 
7,744 


5, 32:$,  277 


996 
10,504 


11,500 


The  above  figures  show  a  decrease  of  about  7  per  cent  in  the  ton- 
nage of  vessels  calling  at  Kobe  in  1917,  whereas  the  quantity  of  mer- 
chandise handled  here  increased  by  about  the  same  percentage  in 
weight  in  the  same  ]^eriod.  The  result  was  an  increase  in  the  con- 
gestion of  cargo  and  lack  of  freight  space  suff'ered  in  1916.  with  a 
corresponding  increase  in  freight  rates. 

The  total  tonnage  of  \essels  in  the  foreign  trade  entering  Osaka 
in  1917  was  more  than  double  that  in  1916;  788  vessels  v.-ith  a  tonnage 
of  1,37-2. 16o  having  entered  the  port  in  comparison  to  -l-r>0  of  685,437 
tons  in  the  latter  year.  Of  these  ves.sels,  1  was  American.  743  Japa- 
nese, 29  Russian,  and  l.j  of  other  countries. 
Freight  and  Charter  Rates. 

Shipping  rates  from  Kobe  to  United  States  Pacific  coast  ports, 
Avhich  were  from  '>d  to  $11  per  ton  of  10  cubic  feet  by  unsiibsidized 
ships  and  20  to  25  per  cent  less  than  those  rates  by  certain  Japanese 
steamers  receiving  subsidies  from  the  Government  in  1916,  advanced 
rapidly  throughout  the  year,  rising  as  high  as  $60  in  some  excep- 
tional cases,  and  ruling  around  $48  to  $50  early  in  1918.  The  rate 
later  fell  to  about  $40,  where,  with  some  fluctuations,  it  remained. 
The  cargo  paying  the  highest  rates  was  that  shipped  just  before  the 
United   States  import  restrictions  went   into  effect.     The  tonnage 
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of  nierc'liaiulise  for  the  United  States  has  decreased  since  the 
above  restrictions  Avent  into  force,  but  the  decrease  has  had  little 
influence  on  frei«rhts  owinp;  to  the  divertino:  of  vessels  to  other  routes. 

Charter  rates  to  the  United  Slates,  which  were  quoted  in  May, 
r.>17,  at  around  18  yen  ($.S.i>())  ])er  dead-wei<;ht  ton  ])er  month,  had 
advanced  to  as  hi<rh  as  40  to  45  yen  (ij^lil.D-i  to  $'i-J.41)  at  the  begin- 
ninrj  of  U»18,  but  aj2:ain  receded  to  ao  to  ;3r.  yen  {$U.i)4  to  $17.43). 

I'lie  highest  price  at  whicii  any  steamer  has  been  sold  at  this  port 
was  paitl  for  the  Kum/ai-maru  in  the  summer  of  1917.     This  was 
1,000  yen  (about  $500)  per  dead- weight  ton.     The  most  recent  i^rice 
paid  here  was  $435  (in  July,  1918). 
Labor  Conditions. 

Preliminary  figures  just  issued  with  respect  to  the  industries  in 
Osaka  in  1U17  show  that  at  the  end  of  that  year  that  city  contained 
15,000  factories,  employing  i)-2,000  men  and  05,000  women. 

Some  daily  average  wages,  according  to  data  published  by  the 
Dej^artment  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  for  1014,  were:  Weavers, 
male.  $0.23;  female,  $0,145;  tailors,  $0.31  to  $0.42;  shoemakers,  $0.3G; 
carpenters,  $0.43 ;  plasterers,  $0.45  ;  masons,  $0.50 ;  bricklayers,  $0.525 ; 
and  day  laborers,  $0.28.  Some  of  these  rates  have  much  more  than 
doubled  in  the  past  four  years,  at  least  in  this  city,  investigation  hav- 
ing shown  that  masons  are  now  earning  here  about  $1.30;  bricklayers 
and  carpenters,  $1.20;  tailors,  $1.05;  day  laborers,  $0.80;  and  steve- 
dores from  $0.85  to  $1.45  per  day. 

While  no  one  now  need  be  idle  for  lack  of  work,  and  the  working 
classes  are  generally  prosperous,  the  increases  in  earnings  above 
shown  are  largely  offset  by  the  enormous  rise  in  the  cost  of  living, 
especially  in  rents  and  in  rice,  the  staple  food  of  the  people,  which 
is  now  retailing  at  about  10  cents  per  quart,  or  more  than  double  its 
price  before  the  Avar. 
Banking  Returns  of  Kobe. 

The  report  of  the  Kobe  Clearing  House  for  December  31,  1917, 
gives  the  following  information  concerning  its  constituent  banks  on 
that  date,  as  compared  with  December  31,  1010: 


Name  of  Lank. 


Mitsui 

Dai  Ichi 

Yokohama  Specie 

Sixtv-fifth 

Tiiirty-eitrliUi 

Nippon  Shiogyo... 

Sumitomo 

Milsu  Bi.;lii 

KIshiraolo 

Kiijima 

Naniwa 

Tliirty-Iourtli 

Taiwan 

Kawasaki 

Kitaliaina 

(  hoscn 

Cimi 

Yamafrnehi 

Kawasaki  Urancli 

Hyofo  Noko 

OkazaW 

Total,  1917.. 

Total,  19Ki.. 


Deposits. 


■107 
,sil 


113,231,795 


CO,  r,r,7,  ics 


Loans. 


661,304 
639,2-11 
1G".,514 
596,17-. 
26it,  492 
407. 3'JO 
124,912 
979,000 
917,612 
453,  7a3 
549, 702 
197, 074 

,"6i6,6o6 
53,  SOI 


539,(135 
524, 04 S 
1.32, 250 
406,  070 
931,000 


44,158,223 


32,241,230 


Overdrafts. 


}213,442 
523, 265 
53ij,  510 
413,665 

1,12s, 345 
174,345 
307, 200 
321,224 

1,051,K1,S 
336, 540 
401 , N99 
105, 704 
132,911 
519,591 
20, 396 
124,305 
139, 446 
9,796 


6, 460, 462 


5, 4-15, 314 


Bills 
discounted. 


$6,374,6S1 
7,911,771 

290, 784 

3, 945, 301 

1,601,194 

4,  .539, 071 

6,S29,477 

6,374,N69 

504,Sfi2 

891,797 

1,419,446 

1,173,  isl 

2,299,422 

11,532,029 

S,  122 

2,619,242 

792, S34 

413,9*11 

60t>,  SOO 

14,327 

4,316,412 


63, 4.59, 613 


39, 136, 491 


Cash  on 
hand. 


f377,P.3r, 

818,009 

2,214.697 

1,714.317 

5.30,, S3 1 

687,019 

1,027,8.57 

406,;{83 

997,605 

246,091 

7i<s,  S.S5 

329, 581 

269,272 

8,S0,927 

34,201 

19-1, 9<i2 

7.52,514 

247,670 

162,215 

25,  50»i 

309, 39S 


13,015,876 


5, 724, 260 
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These  figures  strikin<j!,Iy  show  the  rapid  finaiu-ial  ^jrowth  of  this 
city,  as  desposits  im-ieased  >ST  pt'v  cent  in  li>lT,  after  havinii"  already 
increased  58  ])er  cent  during"  the  pre\ious  yeai'.  *Loans  tilso  increased 
JI7  per  cent  hist  year,  after  showing  an  increase  of  100  i)er  cent  in  1910 
over  1915,  Besides  the  foregoing  .Japanese  banks  there  are  three 
foreign  banks  in  Kobe — one  American  and  two  British.  The  returns 
of  these  are  not  published,  but  there  is  reason  to  believ»  that  they 
enjoyed  quite  as  prosperous  a  year  as  the  domestic  institutions. 

In  the  year  previous  to  the  war,  191o,  there  were  20  banks,  inchid- 
ing  1  foreign  ones,  which  made  clearances  through  the  Kobe  Clearing 
House,  ui  comparison  to  the  24  named  above  at  the  end  of  1917.  Of 
the  20  existing  in  191:5,  2  went  out  of  business,  one  of  which  was  the 
Deutscji  Asiatische  Bank,  closed  by  the  Ja[)anese  Government  dur- 
ing tlie  sunnner  of  19 K).  The  six  new  banks  established  since  191;'). 
whose  deiiosits  now  total  $18.:59S,000  and  k)ans  $23,750,000.  are  the 
Bank  of  Chosen  and  the  Omi.  Yamaguchi.  Kawasaki  Branch.  Tlyogo 
Xuko.  and  Okazaki  bunks. 
Larger  Profits  Made  by  Joint-Stock  Companies. 

During  1917  there  was  a  large  and  general  increase  in  the  opera- 
tions at  the  clearing  houses  of  the  whole  country,  those  at  the  four 
principal  conuuercial  centers,  compared  to  191C,  being : 


T.ocaliou. 


Kobi; 

( )saka 

'rok\-o 

Vokoliaiiirt 


Year. 


/1917 
\1916 
/l917 
11916 
/19I7 
11916 
1917 
1916 


Niimlicr. 


1,224,000 
1,00.'),  000 
1,701,  TOO 
3,996,000 
6, 557, 000 
5,548,000 
883,000 
78S,000 


\'aUie. 


11,799. 748,  tKK)\ 
974,224.000/ 
5,423,787,0W\ 
3,017,580,000/ 
6,427,441,0001 
4,041,559,000/ 
1,118, 349,  OTO\ 
846,505,000/ 


Increase, 
1917. 


Per  cent. 
84 

.SO 

59 

32 


Far  larger  ])rofits  were  made  by  virtually  all  of  the  joint-stock 
companies  in  this  district  in  1917  than  have  been  known  here  in  any 
previous  year.  Figures  in  regard  to  the  average  of  dividends  })aid 
by  compani(>s  in  Kobe  have  not  been  worked  out,  but  the  Hypothec 
Bank  at  Tokyo  reported  that  at  the  end  of  April.  1918,  the  rate  of 
di^■idends  i^aid  by  companies  in  that  city,  which  can  not  be  very  differ- 
ent from  those  paid  at  Kobe,  averaged  27.^50  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  Mitsui  Bank  also  reported  that  in^■estments  in  new  enterprises 
in  all  flai)an  amounted  to  $011,000,000  in  1917,  coin])ared  to  onlv 
$184,000,000  in  191:^,.  the  year  preceding  the  war;  and  that  invest- 
ments in  the  enlargements  of  alreadv  existing  enterpri.ses  amounted 
to  $1.0n8,000.000  last  year,  compared 'to  $150,000,000  in  lOi:',. 

According  to  investigations  made  by  the  Osalca  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, the  monev  invested  in  bank;  and  commercial  companies  in 
O.saka  (hiring  1917  amounted  to  $150,000,000,  of  which  about  $100.- 
000,000  was  invested  in  new  concerns  and  $50,000,000  in  old  ones 
extended. 
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